EL SALVADOR: Extremae Rightist Activity

Assembly leader [) Aubuisson has indicated that elements of the
military and securily lorces are enqaging in illegal actions against
alleged subversives

D'Aubuisson has !oid—ihal military and security
parsonnel are planning o eliminate suspected leftisis. He noted that
corruption and political pressures often protect insurgent
sympathizers in their operaticns and said that safeguarding human
rights is Impossible as long as the war continues. The Assembly

leade’ also advocated a m resslve war strategy. 'ncluding
“extra-officiai’’ operauons%

Meanwhila, Col. Nicolas Carranza, who has extensive ‘ies o
D'Aubuisson. Is lobbying 12 be named Armed Forces Chief of Staff.
Carranza has a reputation as a sirong leader but was (solated by
tormer Defense Minister Garcig, who felt threatened by his political

ambitions and teared h ndercut efforts 1o keep the military
out of pariisan politics.

Comment: D'Aubuisson's candid admissions—which are tacht
support for the existence of dcath squads—may also reflect the belief
that the extreme right can expand its influence now that Garcia has
been replaced as cefense minister by the less dynamic General Vides.
Moreuver, chances are increasing that extreme rightist violence will

esc“s political prisoners are released undar the new amnesty
law «

<Carranza's lobbying may become a serlous dilemma for Vides.
The Defense Minister probably racognizes that Carrsnza’s presence
on the General Staft might help him conduct a more aggressive war
strategy. At the same 1ime, the appointment of Carranza to & high

miitary post probably would rgsult in renewed politictation of the
armed (orces.
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